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The disgrace of this traffic in men cannot be excused
upon any grounds, and it is not even reduced to any
great extent by the opinion of the age ; for at an
earlier date Isabella the Catholic had expressly
forbidden the introduction of slave labour into
Hispaniola and had thus set an example, which was
unfortunately not followed either in Spain or else-
where.

But these predatory exploits roused Philip to
action. The towns on the islands and on the coasts
of Mexico and Guatemala were fortified, and the seas
patrolled by a Spanish fleet, As he was engaged in
the usual work of plunder, Hawkins was attacked
and barely escaped with the loss of his spoil and
most of his ships. It became much more dangerous
to attack the West Indies. Drake accordingly
resolved to seek a new field of action and to penetrate
into the Pacific, of which Englishmen only knew by
hearsay. Accordingly, he sailed across the Atlantic,
passed through the strait of Magellan, and passed up
the coasts of Chili and Peru. He was everywhere
thought to be a friend until too late ; the defenceless
towns were plundered, and his ships were laden with
booty when he at last turned homewards. He came
back round the Cape of Good Hope; the first
Englishman to sail round the world (1577). In
Spain the news of his voyage was received with
mingled anger and surprise. It had been thought
that the west coast of South America at least was
safe from the English, and the revelation that this
was by no means the case determined Philip to
attempt the conquest of England. But, though the